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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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DDT  for  the  Control  of  Boi^y  Lice  and  Cra>)  Lice 


The  hod'^^  louse  attacks  the  hody  to  oh  tain  hlood  hut  it  s^'^nd'^  ^.ost 
of  its  time  on  the  clothing.     iPenale  hod^  lice  Ipv  their  qp-p-q 
along  seams  of  the  clothin^^,  woolen  f^?^rments  heine;  -oreferred. 
Som.e  lice  ma'^  crnwl  from  a  heavilv  infested  "oerson  to  his  herl.din,? 
or  furniture.     Other  ■►persons  may  hecom.e  infested  in  this  manner. 
It  renuires  arj'^rovimn.tely  l6  days  for  the  oody  louse  to  com-olete 
its  development  from  ee:.'^  to  adult.     One  f-^male  may  lay  from  200 
to  300  ef^rs, 

'Body  lice  may  "be  controlled  "by  dusting  DDT  (lO  parts  DDT, 
technic?^l,  in  90  parts  of  talc  or  some  other  dusting  Pov,rder)  on 
the  inside  surfaces  of  underwear,  especially  the  seam.s,  a.nd  the 
inner  seam.s  of  dresses,   trousers,  and  shirts.     The  powder  should 
"be  spread  evenly  o^er  the  garm.pnts  with  the  hand.     J^'^ine  tea  spoonfuls 
(l-^  ounces)  of  the  -nowder  is  sufficient  to  treat  the  garments  of 
one  -oerson.     Treated  clothing  will  continue  to  kill  lice  for 
approxim.ately  "^0  days  if  not  washed  or  dry  cleaned.    DDT  will 
not  kill  ee'^'^s  of  the  ood'^  louse  and  each  change  of  clothing  should 
"be  treated  with  the  DDT  powder  until  all  of  the  lice  are  killed. 


A  hand-OT)erated  pump  duster  is  useful  in  ap^l^^ing  DDT  dust  mixture 
when  trea.ting  groups  of  individuals.     The  dust  is  hlown  into  the 
garments  without  undre^isini?:  the  infested  p^^rsons.     The  nozzle  of  the 
duster  should  "be  inserted  in  each  sleeve  opening,  around  the  neck, 
and  the  waistline,   espf^cially  hlowing  the  dust  to  the  skin  0^  the 
arm.-oits  and  crotch. 

The  crah  or  puhic  louse  usually  occurs  ahout  the  r)uhic  region  hut 
the  hairs  of  the  a.rmpits,  "body  hairs,   and  e^'en  the  evehrov^s, 
eypla.shes,  and.  mustaches  may  hpcome  inf-st^d.     It  r»nuirp=:  . 
approximately  16  to  1^  days  for  the  crah  louj^e  to  co^Tolpt^  its 
devplQ-pmpnt  from  egg  to  adult.     One  fpma.le  mil  lay  ahout  ?6  eg^crg, 

Crah  lice  may  he  controlled  hy  a'opl^'ing  the  DDT  powd.pr  to  r«=ffions  of 
thp  hody  where  the  hair  is  coarsp.     The  powder  should  not  he  washed 
off  for  ahout  -'S  hours,    A  second  aPDlication  of  the  DDT  powder 
should  he  made  in  ahout  7  "^o  1^'  daj's. 

CAUTION:     DDT  is  a  poison.    In  powd'=>r  if'orm,  however,   it  is  not 
irritating  or  poisonous  when  ap-nlied  to  the  skin, 
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